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Day of Encouragement seeks to train and G e o r g i a
inspire
Lucas: a letter
to my campus
Elizabeth Bouwkamp – Staff Writer

Day of Encouragement: it’s all in the name.
It is a day for encouragement—a day to train,
inspire and challenge students, alumni and the
broader church community. Students hear about
the event, yet are curious about its purpose.
At a basic level, the all-day event showcases a
keynote speaker as well as individual speakers
for three smaller group sessions.
The Feb. 4, 2017 event begins at 8:15 a.m.
and ends at 3:30 p.m. An event of more than
ten years, hundreds of people within a 60
mile radius gather on Dordt’s campus; some
drive greater distances. With opportunities for
learning and networking, the college seeks
to provide materials and training for college
supporters and church communities alike.
But what do students gain from this event?
Aside from the reduced student price and
lunch provided, “[It’s] a good way for students
to get training and ideas now before their
asked to make those commitments [to church
committees and leadership roles],” said
Alicia Bower, Alumni and Parent Relations
Coordinator at Dordt College.
“Part of our goal is to help lead and guide

important conversations that the church is
currently having and needs to have,” said Aaron
Baart, Dean of Chapel at Dordt College
Individuals may pick and choose three
breakout sessions to attend on the following
topics: family, worship, youth, tech media,
preaching and shepherding.
In reference to the array of topics Dianne
De Witt, Events Coordinator at Dordt College,
said, “It’s a rich buffet.”
The keynote speaker, Ed Stetzer, Ph.D.,
directs LifeWay Research and remains active as
a contributing editor for Christianity Today and
column writer for Outreach Magazine. Stetzer
also conducted interviews with news networks
including the USAToday and CNN.
Baart said if students care about the church
today, they should attend. The day consists of
new ideas and old reminders.
Baart and his wife Nikki Baart plan to
lead a breakout session titled “This Thing
Called Love: The Mysteries of Intimacy.”
Other Dordt College faculty including Tara
Boer, an instructor of social work, and Deb
Vogel, a music department adjunct, plan to
lead individual sessions. Boer will speak on
“Vulnerable Parenting: Finding Joy in the Hard

Stuff” and Vogel’s presentation deals with
praise teams.
“A fair amount of CCM [Contemporary
Christian Music] is written for solo artists, which
is more difficult to adapt to congregational
worship,” Vogel said.
“When students graduate from Dordt,
most of them will more than likely be in a
[multigenerational] church, which will be
different from worshipping with those from
one age group [as in GIFT and Praise and
Worship],” she said.
“The purpose of this workshop is to assist
those planning and leading worship in
multigenerational churches on how to choose
and adapt CCM for their congregations.”
Bower refers to the workshop as training
that’s local, said Bower.
In the future, the college plans to determine
which topics interest Dordt students. Dordt
especially seeks to know what subjects students
believe need to be talked about in the church?
“If you want to learn more about worship, if
you have a heart for caring and shepherding
people who are sick or hurting or going through
cancer…I think that’s what sets it [Day of
Encouragement] apart” Bower said.

Trump takes office: Kelly’s Inauguration
Experience
Steve Kelly – Staff Writer

The heated election process came to a close on
Friday with one of the warmest inaugurations
on record. Hundreds of thousands of people
traveled from all across the country to witness
this historic event. I was fortunate enough to
attend Trump’s inauguration with my dad and
brother.
My experience at the event was unforgettable.
My dad, brother and I arrived at the nation’s
capital two days before Trump was sworn in.
The day before the ceremony, we walked
around the National Mall in anticipation of the
big event. When I got off the metro near the
Washington monument, I was overwhelmed by
the presence of law enforcement. Police officers
occupied every street corner, and I could see
three helicopters circling the area.
Sun rises on Inauguration Day.
Photo Credit: Steve Kelly

We walked east along Independence Avenue
towards the Capitol and saw the space for what,
in less than 24 hours, was going to be a massive
crowd. Food trucks and Porta-Potty’s lined the
streets for a mile. TV stations and freelance
journalists interviewed the craziest looking
Trump supporters, merchants tried to capitalize
on selling Trump gear, and a few liberals even
tried to sell Obama merchandise.
On our way back to our hotel that afternoon,
we witnessed an unsettling situation on the
corner of 3rd and D Street. An angry citizen
confronted a group of police officers and started
yelling in explicit language. It didn’t appear
that her distress was trigged by any incident in
particular, but instead that the police’s general
presence set her off. After a few minutes of
yelling, she left the scene in a rage. Thankfully,
law enforcement had everything under control
throughout our trip and we didn’t encounter any
more alarming situations.
After an exhausting day moving around
between different events, standing for hours,
walking half a dozen miles and staying up late,
it was time for a few quick hours of sleep before
getting up early in order to get a good viewing
location at the ceremony. We woke up shortly
after 4:00am, took the metro downtown and got
in line around 5:30 a.m.. From that point on,
we weren’t able to sit down until well after the
ceremony had ended.
Shortly after we got our spot in the audience, a
breathtaking sunrise that broke onto the horizon
next to the Capitol captured the attention of the
whole crowd. Later, though rain had been in
the forecast all week, it remained cloudy and a
comfortable 45 degrees that day.
I struck up conversations with a few people in

the crowd around me to make the six hours of
waiting a little more bearable. Everyone I met
was extremely friendly. Lisa from Sacramento
told me she has been a Trump supporter from
day one. She even watched almost every live
stream of Trump’s rallies.
A group of students from Dallas said they
booked their trip back in September, but they’re
glad that Trump is the one taking the oath
of office. One of them even did a live phone
interview for a Dallas TV station while we were
waiting.
When it was time, the Marine’s concert
band set the tone and played classic American
marches. The ceremony started around 11:30
with introductions of distinguished guests.
As Hillary Clinton took her seat, the crowd
reacted with a mixture of boos and applause.
Most in the crowd wanted to ensure a respectful
transition of power, but the stereotypical Trump
supporters couldn’t resist the chance to let loose
on the failed Presidential candidate one last
time.
The strongest reaction from the crowd came
when senate minority leader Chuck Schumer
spoke. Within the first 20 seconds of his speech,
the crowd picked up on the worn-out Democrat
talking points. From that point on, those
gathered refused to listen silently, not even for
one second, making it hard to hear the rest of
Schumer’s speech.
While Donald Trump took the oath of office,
I could hear protestors from the back of the
crowd attempt a last-minute effort to stop the
inevitable.
The most powerful moment of President
Trump’s speech came in the closing line as the

Continued on page 2

Georgia Lucas – Contributing Writer

Lucas’ Senior Photo
Contributed Photo
I remember the day clearly. It was July 2003.
I was six years old.
I ran out of the house, tears rolling down my
cheek, a clump of hair in my hand. At this stage
in life, my hair had been falling out of my scalp
in clumps.
And I didn’t understand why.
My brother Bo, who was working in the yard,
was responsible for taking care of me during
the summer when my parents went to work.
That day, he came over to me and wiped my
tears away. He did his best to comfort me, but
how do you explain to your little sister that her
hair is falling out because of an autoimmune
disease? Not knowing how to explain, he took
me inside and fixed me a snack. Looking back,
this moment is one of the few from that time
period that I fully remember.
This incident occurred nearly 15 years ago. If
you see me walking around campus today I am
almost completely bald, with a bit of peach fuzz
across my head, and I’m still unsure why this
happened to me.
What I want you to know is this: I don’t have
cancer and I didn’t shave my head. I, at age four,
was diagnosed with Alopecia Areata. Alopecia
Areata is not contagious, nor is it genetic. It
is an autoimmune disorder in which the body
attacks its own hair follicles and suppresses or
stops hair growth. Essentially, my body attacks
my hair follicles because it thinks they are ‘bad.’
The disorder is likely my body’s response to a
vaccination I received as a child, though there
are no real answers as to why this happened to
me. While some treatments are available, the
stage at which this disorder has progressed in
my body makes it unlikely that any potential
cure will work.
Doctors have told me that my hair will
probably not come back. I will likely live with
Alopecia Areata for the rest of my life.
This disorder has changed my life, not only
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Trump takes office: Kelly’s Cernan’s death bookmarks
Inauguration
Experience the final chapter of NASA
(cont.)
space program
Continued from page 1
entire crowd joined in: “MAKE AMERICA
GREAT AGAIN!”
Exiting the ceremony took significantly longer
than expected because protestors clogged up
the exit points. As my brother and I went across
town to the parade route, we noticed a line of
Black Lives Matter protestors that stretched
about three blocks long. Just a few minutes
after they passed us, the protests turned violent
as they smashed the windows of a Starbucks on
the corner of 12th and K Street.
Later on that evening, thousands of
Republican party insiders wore their tuxedos
and ball gowns to the Inaugural Ball. The
president was expected to make an appearance
at two of the balls, one of which we were able to
attend. The atmosphere was electric as musical
performances entertained us while we waited
for the president.
The reality of Donald Trump being President
of the United States didn’t set in for me until he
walked on stage to the song “Hail to the Chief.”
Naturally, cell phones blocked my view of the
man as everyone around me wanted to capture
this historic moment.
It was another late night, and despite all of the
excitement we were all completely exhausted

from standing and walking for two days
straight. Attending Trump’s inauguration was
well worth the sore legs, however, because this
experience is once that I will never forget.
Steve and brother Dan Kelly take a selfy in
front of the Capitol steps before Trump takes
the stage.
Photo Credit: Steve Kelly

Georgia Lucas: a letter to my
campus (cont.)
Continued from page 1
in a physical sense but also spiritually. I have
learned that it is easy to question God’s actions,
but sometimes harder to accept His plan.
Yet I have grown tremendously through this
experience and seen it used to bring honor and
glory to Christ. I am also surrounded by a great
support team who sticks with me especially
in times of transition, from moments when I
hate Alopecia Areata to moments when I thank
God for letting me be a light for His kingdom
because of this disorder.
I am especially thankful for my parents, Mark
and Betsy Lucas, because I know they struggled
to see their child go through something like this.
In speaking about her reaction to this disorder,
my mom said, “The day I realized I would be
raising my only daughter without hair (in a
society focused on physical appearance) I had
a moment of complete emotional breakdown.”
Even in that time of hardship, though, my
mom and dad remained strong. They were
steadfast through it all so that I could be.
“While my daughter (then age 6) slept in the

backseat of the car, I made peace with God [and
said] that I was going to respond in a Christ-like
biblical manner,” said my mom.
“After that day of silent tears running down
my face, I was done crying and ready to help
my daughter face the challenge of a life without
hair from a biblical perspective. She is beautiful
to me and to God and that he looks at the heart
not the outward appearance.”
I want you to know that I am not writing
this out of pity for myself, nor to make you
feel sympathy towards me. I’m sharing this to
inform you of my condition. I’m so thankful to
be part of Dordt College’s amazing community,
and since being a student here I’ve made many
life-long friends who have accepted me for who
I am. I don’t always talk about my condition
because it is very much a part of who I am,
but if you have questions please ask. I can’t
promise I will have all the answers because it
is a complex condition with a lot of unanswered
questions and a lot of things I don’t understand.
Yet I hope that you now have insight into the
condition I have: Alopecia Areata.

Lucas, age 7, wore her “security bandana as she transitioned to living with no hair.
Contributed Photo

Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer

Back in 1972, the last man to step off the
moon and onto Apollo 17 did not become nearly
as famous as Neil Armstrong or Buzz Aldrin.
The man did, however, recently hold the title
of the one who had most recently stepped foot
on the moon.
Eugene Cernan, a retired U.S. Navy captain
and two-time moon visitor, died at the age of
82 on Jan. 16. A month prior, astronaut John
Glenn, the first American to orbit the earth,
passed away, as well.
Cernan, as he stepped into the ship for the last
time, said over the radios “as I take man’s last
steps from the surface, back home, for some
time to come … I’d like to just list what I believe
history will record that America’s challenge of
today has forged man’s destiny of tomorrow.”
“Godspeed to the crew of Apollo 17,” Cernan
said.
The death of these important astronauts is
indicative of the amount of time that seems to
have passed since our nation’s – our world’s –
race to the moon. Some professors, faculty and
parents lived during the original moon landing,
but most Dordt students have not experienced
one during their lifetime.
Some students grew up wanting to become
astronauts someday, only to be gutted after
learning that NASA no longer desires to send
people to the moon.
The moon race, propelled by North American

competitiveness, was won, but now it is over.
The missions, both the failures and the successes,
amassed huge bills. Much of scientists’ interest
was satisfied by the documented details of the
moon, and the things left unknown would have
to be sent down by rovers.
John Zwart, a Dordt physics professor, worked
at NASA during five summers during the 80s
and 90s. Zwart explains the reason for the switch
from live astronauts to computers and rovers as
being financially and technologically based. He
said that technological advances make it easier,
safer and more cost-effective to send machines
rather than people into space.
“One of today’s programmable calculators
is a better computer than what they had [when
astronauts were sent to space],” Zwart said.
“Today much of what astronauts did can be
programmed into equipment.”
Glenn fought for the exploration of space up
until his death last December, berating the U.S.
government for defunding the program that
allowed the nation to create the international
space station our country shares with Russia.
“If there’s one thing we have learned through
the history of our country,” Glenn said in a
2012 interview, “it’s that money spent on basic
research has a way of paying back in the future
beyond anything we ever see at the outset.”
While NASA gives no indication of sending
people to the moon in the imminent future, the
institution is experimenting with the possibility
of a trip to Mars.
Left: Eugene Cernan and Right: John Glenn
Contributed Photos

Hogg award for Nathan Tintle
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer

Every few months, it seems, Dordt students
see a headshot of statistics professor Nathan
Tintle on DCC accompanying a press release
highlighting the newest grant or award Dr.
Tintle received.
Dr. Tintle is a notable educator, and this
January the Special Interest Group of the
Mathematical Association of America on
Statistics Education (SIGMAA Stat Ed)
awarded Dr. Tinle the annual Robert V. Hogg
Award for Excellence in Teaching Introductory
Statistics. The award recognizes that Dr. Tintle
exhibits both excellence and growth in teaching
introductory statistics. Dr. Tintle is the fifth
recipient of this award.
“Dr. Tintle gets very excited when he teaches.
My mom calls him a math evangelist because
he is so obviously passionate about it,” says
junior biochemistry major Jenna Veenstra,
who began working for Tintle as a freshman.
Veenstra’s work under Tintle includes
assistance in analyzing data about fatty acids
and cardiovascular disease.
“His classes are more interactive than usual,”
says senior statistics minor Anya Kalsbeek,
who also conducts research for Tintle.
“One thing I’ve noticed is that he tries to get
to know his students so he can help them see the

practical applications of what they’re learning
in their future career. Often math seems abstract,
but when you have a practical application for
the math, especially if it’s in your field, learning
it is more exciting.”
Tintle often uses a flipped classroom style
where students learn the material on their
own and then come to class with questions.
Tintle also uses an intuition-based approach to
statistics rather than a formula-based approach.
“Reflecting on my first statistics class with Dr.
Tintle, I realize that I built up applicable skills
in statistics, not just knowledge. I might not
remember everything we covered, but I have
a solid understanding of how statistics works,”
Kalsbeek said.
“It’s definitely a better way of teaching,”
Veenstra adds.
Dr. Tintle, who received his Ph.D. in statistics
from the State University of New York and
joined the Dordt faculty in 2011, said that “over
the years, I find that I spend more and more time
thinking seriously about how students learn
statistics.”
“I enjoy thinking about how students grow in
their statistical understanding and then trying
to develop curricular materials and classroom
activities that help meet students where they
are.”
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Pondering a proactive, pro-choice protest
Caedan Tinklenberg – Staff Writer

Somewhere between 0 and 7.5 billion people
of all shapes, colors, genders, ages, etc. filled
streets around the world on January 21—the
day after Trump’s inauguration. I give this
wide range because if I tack down a number,
some will discredit what I have to say because
I exaggerated the size of the crowd. Others
would say of the same number, “Well you’re
not including all the people…” Frankly, with
all the allegedly doctored inauguration photos
and alternative facts about attendance numbers,
there’s just too much phallic comparison going
on. Besides, when it comes to getting people to
march, no one compares to the communist and
fascist dictators of the previous century.
Nevertheless, there were a lot of people
marching last Saturday and they must have had
a reason for doing so. Yet, aside from being
called the Women’s March, it wasn’t clear what
all these people were protesting.
The official Women’s March website lists
eight Unity Principles as the reasons for
protesting: ending violence, reproductive
rights, LGBTQIA rights, worker’s rights, civil
rights, disability rights, immigrant rights,
and environmental rights. I probed further in
conversations with friends, relatives, and their
friends online. Many of the women I talked to
had participated in a local march.
Strangely enough, the reasons given to me first
hand did not clearly line up with the principles
outlined by the organizers of the marches.
One person told me that the marches were not
about Donald Trump, and only a male egotist
like Trump would think that. Meanwhile, a
woman in a different thread made it clear that

the central goal of the movement was to show a
united front against Trump.
Indeed, almost every person I talked to
mentioned unity as a significant component
to the Women’s March. It seemed ironic then
that each person’s given rationale for marching
was different (and often opposed to) another
woman’s purpose. There was no clearer
discontinuity that on the issue of reproductive
rights. The leaders of the movement made it
very clear that no one marching on Saturday
could support the sanctity of life. In the week
leading up to the march, organizers released
multiple statements saying as much and
very publicly revoked their partnership with
New Wave Feminists (a group whom they
discovered to be pro-life). Nevertheless, many
pro-life women attended the March and many
others who didn’t attend still voice support for
the movement as a whole.
An old proverb about one rotten apple spoiling
the whole bunch is bobbing in my mind, but
there’s no fun in letting a simple adage diagnose
all that’s wrong with this movement.
First, a movement must be able to highlight
the plight of the alleged victims of the protested
injustice. I do not believe that movement has
successfully demonstrated that. Compared to
the civil rights movement where sit-ins, bus
boycotts, and other actions resulted in brutal
reactions from the law, the worse injustice the
women’s march could claim was not having the
right to kill their babies (which they actually
do have), the cost of tampons, and a supposed
wage gap.
Currently, women face no more legal
persecution and victimization than men do; we
all have the same constitutionally guaranteed

rights and abuses of those rights statistically
burden more men than women. I say this not
based on my own research, but on the lack of
anyone supportive of the movement bringing
anything to my attention. In fact, many have
admitted that they aren’t protesting any sort of
institutional mistreatment.
With no goals of changing any laws or
policies, this movement was apparently an
attempt to change the hearts and minds of
those who witnessed it and encourage and
support those who participated. In that way,
this march is completely unprecedented. Even
the recent LGBT movement had clear goals of
how the government could ensure equal rights
for homosexual couples by implementing laws
that restricted discrimination against LGBT
individuals.
The movement also lacks strong leaders.
Linda Sarsour, one of the original organizers
of the Women’s March, claims Sharia law “is
reasonable” and “makes a lot of sense.”
I’m not the only one who thinks that a
movement should have clear leaders and clear
policy goals. Speaking on Black Lives Matter
2 years ago, Oprah said, “What I’m looking for
is some kind of leadership to come out of this
to say, ‘This is what we want. This is what has
to change, and these are the steps that we need
to take to make these changes, and this is what
we’re willing to do to get it.’”
There were other discrepancies that further
confused me and turned me off the movement.
The mantra “women’s rights are human
rights” was repeated frequently in conjunction
with the movement. This statement doesn’t
distinguish what right women are lacking, not
prove that some made up right like the right to

Inauguration in New York City
Danny Moers – Staff Writer

Inauguration day in New York City was not a
one filled with patriotism and hope; especially
amongst college students. President Donald
Trump owns several residential buildings
in Manhattan, and protestors occupied the
space in front of each on the night before the
inauguration, and several days following. For
instance, Trump Tower drew a massive crowd
to its doorstep, a crowd that included celebrities
Alec Baldwin and Mark Ruffalo. Students of
John Jay University and New York University
also made up a large portion of the protestors’
population. These individuals carried signs and
heartily joined in on the “never Trump” chants
led by several organizers of the protest.
Several miles south, a crowd gathered at
The Trump Building, a lesser-known property
of Trumps’ located in the Financial District
in Lower Manhattan. The Trump Building
is within throwing distance of the New York
Stock Exchange, though it is not accessible by
car. However, there is a tiny cobblestone street
in front of the building that often has several
NYPD cars parked on it. The Kings College,
a small private Christian school that, like
Dordt, is a member of the CCCU, is located
two blocks west of The Trump Building on the
intersection of Broadway and Wall Street. The
crowd, which included several students from
The Kings College,that gathered at The Trump

Building was much smaller than the group at
Trump Tower.
As the night before the inauguration wore on,
protestors began to get agitated. Employees of
the building covered the front windows and
doors of the building, and a large amount of
police appeared to keep watch on the group of
protestors.
Evelyn, a junior from Orlando, FL who
attends Kings College, felt it was her duty as a
young person in America to make a statement.
“This is something I feel like I need to do,”
Evelyn said. “I don’t agree with how Trump
treats people and I want him to understand that.
I hope something comes of these protests.”
Students in New York City are often
passionate and well informed. They like to
engage conversations ranging from foreign
affairs to the state of the economy. Living in
one of the most influential cities in the United
States, these individuals seem to feel a sense of
pride.
Jared, a senior protestor from Kings College,
said, “I think it’s vital that I express my opinion
with the state of America. I don’t know what
else to do at this point so I decided to begin
protesting.”
While college students have always felt the
need to express their opinion, it is arguable that
this generation is becoming more and more
involved in voicing their reactions to current
events.
Contributed Photo

free hygiene products is actually a human right.
A male ally of the Women’s March quipped
online, “If you are of the opinion that “women’s
rights” refers specifically and only to the
concrete laws that govern the civil liberties of
citizens, please entertain the possibility that the
people who marched might think otherwise.” I
have entertained that possibility and concluded
that it must be so. However, that does not
illumine the alternative type of right they are
demanding.
“We’re marching to keep our rights.” also
appeared frequently. Does that mean that the
protests were just a flexing of muscles? Again,
what tangible influence were the marchers
trying to have?
Marching under the banner of equality without
naming the inequality is nothing more than
wasted time. Am I asserting that our society has
completely equal metrics for men and women?
Of course not, by nature men and women face
different struggles and therefore equality in
that sense is relative and impossible to make
universal. The best a society can do is have laws
that treat men and women equally, and then, as
individuals, convince one another to act justly
towards those around us; a march isn’t going to
achieve that.
There were vagina costumes… a lot of them.
Pro-life persons are defending the marches.
You can’t support a movement based on a pros
and cons list. Supporting the Women’s March
means that you commend the vision (blurred
though it may be) that the movement has for
society. That vision includes increased access to
abortion—which should be enough to exclude
most Christians—among other progressive
principles that I encourage everyone to reject.
Photo Credit: Paul Morigi

What about King? Campus
days off sparks curiosity
Allison Wordes – Staff Writer

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a handful of
students gathered in 55th Ave. coffee shop to
watch the film “Selma” in honor of Dr. King’s
life.
Although these students might appreciate
movies in general, perhaps they also have
genuine interest in the meaning of the day
and want to take time to ponder the means by
which King changed the nation, and the world.
Throughout most of his life, King promoted
racial equality, and his methods of nonviolence
earned the attention of many people, especially
the authorities.
While many institutions offer MLKJ Day off
for its members, Dordt does not give students
and faculty the day off for this holiday. Yet
the campus does take certain Fridays off. This
decisions brings one to consider why the college
does not call off class on this particular day, a
day that, this year, also happened to herald foul
weather and ice-coated sidewalks.
“As soon as you take the day off – especially
if it is on a Friday or a Monday – the number
of people on campus will be significantly
reduced, making it much more difficult to
have meaningful activities planned,” said Jim
Bos, Registrar staff member and the Director
of Institutional Research. Bos then pointed out
that many professors bring up topics related to
Martin Luther King Jr. day in their classes.

Madison De Wolde, a freshman from Canada,
watched the “Selma” showing at 55th. Being
a Canadian native, she agrees that King’s day
should be recognized but pointed out that it is
not any different than other weekday holidays,
like Columbus Day.
“Honestly, I’d never heard of Martin Luther
King Jr. day before,” De Wolde said. When she
heard about the movie it piqued her interest, so
she went along with some friends. The movie
described King’s story, she said, in an unbiased,
factual way.
Speaking towards other American holidays,
De Wolde said that Labor Day mystifies her. If
any day should be observed via no class, she
said it should be that day, for it is meant to honor
those who work and should be a time of rest.
Bos said the academic calendar works best
when classes are as scheduled on lesser holidays
like Labor Day, Columbus Day and Veterans’
Day. Dordt College created Reading Days, the
Fridays mentioned previously, are meant to fill
the awkward time between the starting of a new
semester and mid-term break, giving students a
long weekend to refresh and catch up.
Dordt recognizes the basic federal holidays,
including Christmas, Memorial Day and New
Year’s. Other breaks are scheduled around those
days. Although Easter Sunday is on a normal
weekend, there will be a chapel service on the
Friday before so that Dordt can celebrate as a
community, said Bos.
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World Journalism Institute debuts at Dordt R e c y c l i n g
College
ramps up at
Dordt
Anna Veltkamp – Staff Writer

This world is absolutely filled with stories,
and if you’re someone that enjoys capturing
those stories and sharing them with others then
the World Journalism Institute is an exciting
opportunity for you to strengthen those skills.
You don’t need to be a journalist to enjoy
storytelling, or even a member of The Diamond,
for that matter. Dordt College’s Professor Pitts
encourages anyone from any area of study to
apply.
“[All you need is] curiosity, the ability to
pursue that curiosity, willingness to go, and
willingness to write.”
This coming May, Dordt College will host
the World Journalism Institute, a two-week
experience where students may experience the
life of a Christian journalist. From May 14 to
27, students accepted into the program will
have the opportunity to expand their storytelling
capabilities, learning from and working with
real world professionals.
With free housing, tuition and food, students
will practice journalism in the form of multiple
different platforms: radio segments, filming,
photography and writing.
Dordt College Vice President Howard Wilson
said Dordt and the World Journalism Institute
are natural partners, each holding to and
affirming the importance on the role of faith in
the exploration of truth.
“We resonate with WORLD magazine’s
vision for preparing young Christian journalists
to serve in the media,” Wilson said. “We believe
it is important for members of the press to do
their work through a Christian worldview, like
all other areas of study and callings.”
Dordt senior and chief editor of The Diamond,
Ashley Bloemhof, had the opportunity to attend
the World Journalism Institute last May.
“WJI pushes its students into multiple spheres
of journalism and forces [them] to consider how
to appropriately approach the vocation of truth
telling. Throughout the experience, classmates
challenge and encourage one another to view a
situation from a variety of angles so that their
stories may be told as honestly and completely
as possible.”
The World Journalism Institute is free, located
on Dordt campus and offers its students the
minds, eyes and ears of professional journalists
who will work alongside them demonstrating

how one may apply Christian faith to the world
of journalism. For those who are undecided
about applying, Ashley offers some advice:
“From this experience, I learned that comfort
zones are often mental boundaries- so break
them, and that people want to tell you their
story- so let them, and that the best journalists
are those who never stop asking the ultimate
question, ‘Why?’”
If you’ve got that curiosity of the why’s of

the world, then consider applying to the World
Journalism Institute. To learn more about how
to join the camp this summer, visit World
Journalism Institute on Facebook and Twitter.
To apply before the late March deadline, visit
www.worldji.com, and you can email questions
to office@worldji.com.

Learning journalism the way it was meant to be taught, students gain hands on experience at the
World Journalism Institute.
Photo Credit: World Journalism Institute

Christians in Journalism? More needed than
ever before
Danny Moers – Staff Writer

Journalism within the religious community
is struggling to find its foundation. Out of 178
schools affiliated with the CCCU (Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities) slightly
over 30 offer journalism degrees. Dordt is one
such institution, and as of this past year the
college now offers its students the change to
major in journalism major. While the number
of Christian colleges and universities that offer
journalism majors has increased over the past
several years, the reason for the journalism
major’s unpopularity is raising questions from
those on the outside looking in.
Terry Mattingly, founder of the Washington
Journalism Center, poses a simple question to
colleges within the CCCU:
“Why are so few of you offering journalism
degrees?”
Christians have worked to discover their
place in media for years. Most have found it
doing public relations for a ministry or some
sort of non-profit organization. Others have
founded Christian news publications such as
“Christianity Today”, or “WORLD” magazine.
A simple Google search will lead to countless
more websites promoting Christian values and
headlines.
But what about Christian journalists working

for secular publications?
As Christians work to gain bylines in secular
media sources they often run into trouble when
trying to publish a faith-oriented article.
“Christians have a role in journalism just as
much as non-religious people do. It all depends
on what the majority of readers want to see and
who is in charge of those decisions,” Mattingly
said.
The recent presidential election caused
journalists all over the world to reflect on their
work. CNN published an article on the early
morning of Nov. 8 claiming Clinton’s chances
of victory to be 91 percent, and The New York
Times reported that Clinton had an 85 percent
chance of winning on Nov. 7. Anyone who
read or watched mainstream media was floored
when Trump was victorious. The media clearly
made a mistake, and it became obvious how and
where.
In 2004, the Times developed a team within
their own newsroom to analyze the publication’s
quality of work. The committee produced an
article after completing the study and titled one
of the sections “The News/Opinion Divide.”
This section consisted of the committee’s
discoveries on how much opinion was finding
its way into their reporters’ articles.
“Our news coverage needs to embrace
unorthodox views and contrarian opinions and

to portray lives both more radical and more
conservative than those most of us experience.
We need to listen carefully to colleagues who
are at home in realms that are not familiar to
most of us,” wrote one of the team members.
At this point, the Times employees began
to realize how out of touch they were with a
massive portion of their potential United States
audience.
Bill Keller, former executive editor of the
Times, wrote a response to the findings of the
team. Keller said, “I endorse the committee’s
recommendation that we cover religion more
extensively, but I think the key to that is not to
add more reporters who will write religion as
a beat. I think the key is to be more alert to the
role religion plays in many stories we cover,
stories about politics and policy, national and
local, stories of social trends and family life,
stories of how we live.”
Religion played a major role in the 2016
presidential election. According to Pew
Research Center, eight out of ten white
evangelical Christians voted for Trump. Many
of these people reside in the Midwest or outside
of major populous areas.
The New York Times, one of the most heavily
read news publications, was calling for a greater
emphasis on religion in their paper in 2004. Fast
forward to 2017 and the same is still true. A

Elizabeth Helmkamp – Staff Writer

Dordt’s Sustainability Committee is trying
to increase the college’s capacity for handling
recycling products.
Staci Seaman, a freshman at Dordt said, “I
think it’s really important that we are aware of
recycling and the benefits that come with it.”
Senior member of the Sustainability
Committee Lindsay Mouw said recycling saves
the campus tons of money. According to Mouw,
it costs about ten dollars less per cubic yard
to remove recycling rather than trash. Across
campus, this adds up to thousands of dollars per
year—savings that could cut out a large portion
of the current $47,000 that Dordt spends on
waste disposal.
To manage the recent uptick in recycling on
campus, Apol, a member of the Sustainability
Committee, said that two workstudy positions
will soon be made available. These individuals
will be tasked with handling the recent uptick
in recycling as the committee plans to continue
this project into the future.
“We have increased recycling significantly,”
said junior committee member Elayne Apol.
“I don’t think we were expecting it to be as
successful as it was. We were expecting some
level of success but we were really happy with
how it turned out,” Apol said.
Junior Josh Heynen, a member of the
Sustainability Committee, said that the hardest
part of the project was making sure everyone
knew what was recyclable and what wasn’t.
“Initially we thought that pizza boxes were only
recyclable if they were free of grease stains. But
it turns out that even with the grease the boxes
are recyclable unless they have cheese or food
attached to them.”
“This initiative is still in progress; it’s not like
we started this and now we are done,” Heynen
said.
Apol said she heard that there “ was this rumor
going around that none of our recycling actually
gets recycled.” Yet she assures her campus this
is simply not true.
“No, we really do recycle. Dordt really does
recycle.”
Sustainability Committee presses campus to do
their part.
Photo Credit: Alisha Giesselmann

recent study done by seven Times employees,
titled “Project 2020,” tackled these same issues
and they came up with similar solutions. They
aspire to properly cover all sectors of the United
States and the world. They no longer want to be
out of touch with rural and religious America.
Their goal is to, according to their website, “tear
apart the barriers” and “differentiate between
mission and tradition.”
Religion is not well understood, therefore it
is rarely covered well within secular society.
Christian news publications do have their place
within the journalism world. However, there is
a strong need for Christian journalists to work
at secular publications. In these position, Godfearing men and women may begin to enlighten
a confused America on what questions that have
been forming for years. As Dordt, a college that
encourages prospective students to enter into a
field where change is past due, demonstrates,
Christian institutions should not fear their
students entering the world of journalism.
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Observations from Oxford
Jonathan Janssen – Staff Writer

Perhaps it was due to my overwhelming
sleep deprivation and jet lag, or maybe my
continual amusement at little oddities such
as the airport signs designating that “toilets”
– not “bathrooms” – could be found on my
left, but I did not manage to overhear a single
casual conversation in the United Kingdom
until I got onto the coach that would take me
from London’s Heathrow airport to my new
residence in Oxford.
Here, having finally found a seat and
breathing a relieved sigh, I relaxed enough to
hear the words of the men sitting a few seats
in front of me. They were speaking quietly and
with unfamiliar accents, but my blood ran cold
as I made out two words that drew me in a little
closer:
“Donald Trump”
Yes, even across the vast Atlantic Ocean,
the spectre of American politics haunted me.
As the two men rehashed arguments about
reactionary voting, change for change’s sake
and nationalistic sentiment, I was struck by
a realization which, in hindsight, should be
obvious: America does not live in a bubble.
The world is watching, and right now, many are
laughing.
What does this realization do? For one thing,
it humbles. In shops and pubs, I felt the shame
of being an American abroad. Attempting to
hide my accent, I talked in short, soft phrases,
speaking only when words were required of me.
No matter how much I told myself to relax, I
felt the burning eyes of the people of Oxford,
sure to recognize the stupid American walking

among them. I was far from, as the iconic song
proclaims, “proud to be an American.”
The British fixation on American politics
did not end when I stepped off the coach at
Pullens Lane. On the first night of my arrival,
our director welcomed us to Oxford, and
then several of us stood around in the kitchen
discussing the election results and upcoming
inauguration. With a sense of pride and humor,
the director recounted how his daughter – a
dual-citizen of the U.S. and the U.K. – called
him on the U.S. election night – crying – and
asking for her U.S. citizenship papers so she
could rip them up.
Of course, it costs a pretty penny to rescind
one’s citizenship to a country, so her dualcitizenship still stands.
It was at this point that I really started to
wonder if much of the world’s anti-Trump
sentiment was not, perhaps, a bit irrational and
emotion-driven.
And my experience was nowhere near its
end. Our official orientation was frequently
interrupted by Trump jokes, and there was
an official segment – added this year – about
growing British resentment toward the
American presence in the U.K. due to the man’s
victory. Of course, in a true love-hate manner,
this antagonism mixed with Britain’s relief as
the world’s fixation shifted from the U.K.’s selfproclaimed embarrassment at their referendum
decision to exit the European Union to the
election of our 45th POTUS.
The boiling hatred burst at Oxford on Jan.
20 when Trump took the Oath of Office. Pubs
across the city hosted comedy troupes doing
special “Trump nights” and many students

complained of their inability to study inside
our gorgeous Radcliffe Camera library due
to a riotous protest taking place outside its
historic walls. The American protests, likewise,
bare witness to the absolute vitriol that the
Left-leaning side of the world holds towards
President Trump and his supporters.
The zealous devotion from the Right – calls to
“bend the knee” to our “God Emperor Trump”
– and the emotion-fueled tantrums of the Left
– violently protesting and silencing any voices
of argument – have been giant testaments the
world that Americans do indeed live in the
“Divided States of America.” Internet trolling
from the Right and safe-space clamoring from
the Left have proven to the rest of the world that
we are a nation of deep turmoil and hatred for
our ideological opponents.

This brings to mind the following thoughts.
Students that attend a Christian institution
such as Dordt College have a unique honor and
responsibility from now on: pursue academic
legitimacy in a Christ-centered manner. We
must work harder than ever on our essays,
our lab reports and even our class engagement
because every action counts. We will soon
be handed the wheel of the world from the
generations above us. For our future’s sake, let
us never tire of chasing after success in the eyes
of the Lord and our fellow neighbor and friend.
As Kingdom citizens we must reject the
societal trends that threaten to divide us, and
instead act with integrity and legitimacy in
our political involvement, especially, but also
in our academic, charitable and recreational
endeavors.

Former Co-Chief Editor Jonathan Janssen is studying at Oxford University this semester, along
with Kristina Van Der Pol and Hakyung Kim.
Photo Credit: Jonathan Janssen

RIP, Humanities?
Ashley Bloemhof – Chief Editor

In his book “Why Read?” author Mark
Edmundson reacts to a reality that began to
pervade our generation right about the time
that the iPhone 4 first came out: students are
zombies in the classroom.
And we could care less.
For many students, there is no fire in their
bellies, no deep-rooted desire to be pressed
beyond their comfort zones, unless by doing so
they may achieve a sort of higher knowledge
that will meet a future need. Today, if one is to
seek out understanding, such knowledge must
be able to improve that person in such a way
that he or she becomes more efficient and better
able to navigate the world of employment. It is
for this reason that so many freshmen loathe
Dordt’s core classes, and why many seniors still
whine about the irrelevance of these courses’
content. “This has absolutely nothing to do with
my major,” they’ll say, or “I could be taking
another X class and learn more about Y, but
instead I have to sit there and listen to so-and-so
talk about…”
Now, not being personally interested in
becoming a connoisseur of the art world, nor
being a major history buff, nor being completely
ignorant in terms of how to treat a swollen ankle
(R.I.C.E., R.I.C.E. baby…), I can somewhat
understand the frustrations of my peers.
But my sympathies often run short.
Students at Dordt College often fail to
remember that they are attending school that
largely resembles a liberal arts institution, and
that this place of learning requires its students
to stretch themselves beyond the bounds of
their chosen majors. Yes, electrical engineering
majors have to take Core 180 Responding to
Literature and English majors have to learn
about the anatomy of the human body. Here at
Dordt, we as students are asked to use different
areas of our brains and pushed to better
ourselves through exposure to different areas of
study that, if we only let them, could broaden
our understanding of God’s goodness as He
reveals Himself to us ‘in all things.’ Yet, many
students cringe at the thought of registering for
another Core class.
Why is this?

I offer you the following theory: the world,
modern-day society, tells us what information
to accept and neglect based on its ‘usefulness.’
Similarly, culture tells us that it’s just not
worth putting all the effort into something that
wouldn’t leave you with any tangible skills, so
abandon honest effort and simply get through
the class. So, for you biology majors who have
to write vignettes for Core 120, the world might
convince you to perform well enough to pass the
class but not to worry about actually furthering
yourself as a writer. Besides, you’ll be making
plenty of money in a few years and likely won’t
be asked to write a literary analysis or personal
narrative on a regular basis.
Such is the type of mindset that continues to
pervade the college campus.
As a result, when a cultural mindset that is
zeroed in on efficiency becomes the norm, the
first area of study to face the guillotine is the
arts. Who needs thoughtful literature when
there is money waiting to be made on Wall
Street? Why waste your time composing a
fluid piece of poetry when the ivory buildings
of our nation’s capital promise power to those
willing to endure misery in exchange for an
office on the hill? Sadly, I don’t believe many
in our generation are, at large, interested in
being formed by literature of old because
we are instead consistently ‘updating’ and
improving ourselves so we may keep up with
the ever-changing culture of ‘new’: new ideas,
new business practices, new ways to keep our
bodies from showing the signs of decay. As
Edmundson argues, instead of viewing classic
“intellectual works as confrontation” between
ourselves and the author, between our daily
lives and the opportunity to grow ourselves
simply for the sake of improving our outlook on
life, our generation seems to prefer to conform
to modern culture’s gospel of post modernity.
Don’t make us discuss Shakespearian themes or
personally interact with a text. Just give us the
answers we need to become the best teachers
or nurses or environmentalists we can be, and
don’t bother us with those classes that seek to
make us the best Sarahs or Sams we can be.
We don’t have time for that. We have a world
to change, so don’t ask us to change ourselves.

The lost art of arguing
Jaden Vander Berg – News Editor

The time has come; Donald J. Trump is
officially the 45th President of the United States
of America. Throughout the past few days a
variety of reactions to his presidency have spread
across the country. Our nation is experiencing
riots and protests, and many liberals are saying
the world is over and refusing to accept Trump
as their president. On the other side of the aisle,
Republicans are telling said liberals to suck it
up and get over it.
This discourse turns into the petty Facebook
arguing we cannot go a day without seeing.
Now don’t get me wrong, I love a good, all-out
brawl every once and awhile, but I read those
online arguments to gain knowledge. I read
articles and opinion pieces skewed one way
or another to gain more information as to why
people believe what they believe.
However, many people hold no respect
for the other side anymore. Many individuals
approach differing ideas with the mentality of ‘I
believe what I believe and there is nothing you
can say to ever change my mind.’ This thought
processis extremely harmful. When we start
placing everything in certainties and absolution,
the worst is brought out. Wars are built on this
type of rhetoric.
In today’s society, there is such an air moral
superiority and intellectual dominance. This
type of blatant disregard for the other side
leads to people fighting over social media and
in comment sections instead of having healthy
conversations that lead to greater understanding
and respect for all persons involved.
This ideology most recently, and clearly,
depicted itself in the recent Women’s March held
last Saturday, Jan. 21. The rally was a protest
against the newly appointed administration
as well as a gathering promoting equal rights
for women. Millions of feminists from across

the country flooded to Washington, D.C., and
hundreds of ‘sister sites’ around the nation.
The march was intended to be one of unity
and inclusivity, one where men and women
alike could come together in solidarity for the
oppressed. But not everyone was invited.
The New Wave Feminists, founded in 2007,
is a pro-life movement. Their platform revolves
around efforts to take back feminism from
those who have corrupted it and to celebrate the
sanctity of human life.
The group’s website claims that “sometime
before we were born our womanhood was
traded for a handful of birth control pills, the
‘privilege’ to degrade ourselves in playboy, and
the “right” to abort our children.”
At one point the group was one of the
sponsors of the march, but after receiving
backlash from the pro-choice community they
were “dis-invited” because of their pro-life
stance. This type of exclusivity seems to be
exactly the opposite from what the left and
many feminists claim to be all about. This then
begs the question, ‘Can you only be a feminist,
social justice warrior, etc. if you believe what I
believe?’
I am not endorsing a party or sharing who I
voted for, but rather hoping that you will take
a look at yourself. How have you conducted
conversations with people who believe different
ideals than you, either on Facebook or in
person? Is there an attitude of respect in your
conversations, or do your discussions become
a battle ground of who can shout the loudest?
Are you willing to engage with those whose
differ from your own in order to gain a greater
understanding? These are all questions we need
to ask ourselves in the next few months and
even years. Donald Trump is now the president
and there is nothing we can do to change that.
Now, we must work together to make America
a country for all people.
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Road Tripping with the Dordt Dordt Writes: Head Coach
Blades
Penner’s Coaching the RPO
Offense
Aaron Ladzinski – Staff Writer

In every sport, there comes a time in a player’s
life when that person is told he or she is no
longer allowed to play the game. For some, this
sad event may occur at age ten, 21 or even 40.
Yet the reality is that eventually all athletes will
be told they can no longer play.
For eight of the Dordt Blades hockey players,
such a scenario took place this weekend. It was
their final curtain call, the last semester they
would pull on the sweater for Dordt.
This past weekend the team road tripped to the
University of Arkansas to play the Razorbacks.
The Dordt players who hit the ice one last time
included Aaron Ladzinski, Dylan Bartels, Lucas
Koomans, Chris Soodsma, Ross Van Gaalen,
Levi Minderhoud, Andrew Koetsier and Alex
Tan Napel.
To give a sense of who these men are, both on
and off the ice, let’s dive into the rough agenda
that made up these men’s last hoorah.
Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
When practice time draws near, it is a tradition
for the Blades to play a few games of NHL
on Xbox, a tradition started this season and
observed before all games.
7 p.m.
Players begin arriving at practice and
preparing themselves for the evening’s skate.
Preparation includes taping sticks and putting
gear together for the long weekend ahead.
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Practice beings with an intense workout, drills
focusing on the power play and breakout and
in-game situations. Near the end of practice, the
team holds a controlled scrimmage to mentally
prepare for the game.
8:30-9:30 p.m.
Sticks, tape and skates are stuffed into bags
or hurried to the sharper for maintenance. The
team heads to bed.
Friday morning, 6 a.m.
The alarms sound, and the players grab their
bags, pillows and blankets. These men know
that they have a long trip ahead of them.
7 a.m.

The bus pulls away from the All Seasons
Center and begins its nearly 500-mile trip south.
9:50 a.m.
By this time the team is awake and watching
“Hot Rod,” a flick that gets everyone laughing
and cracking jokes.
12-1:30 p.m.
The team stops for lunch at Perkins, a senior
favorite. As the men eat and talk, some of the
seniors discuss past road trips and their favorite
memories from those trips. Coach Langeraap
checks on senior Dylan Bartels’ meal to make
sure he doesn’t go over budget, a common
occurrence.
4:30 p.m.
The team arrives at the hotel to settle in and
grab a pregame nap before they head to dinner
and then the arena.
5:30 p.m.
Dinnertime. The team walks to Jimmy Johns
to loosen up the legs that were crammed in the
bus all day.
6:30 p.m.
The Blades head to the rink to prepare for the

Continued on page 8

Dordt Blades gear up for weekend in Arkansas.
Photo Credit: Aaron Ladzinski

Christian Zylstra– Sports Editor

Write a book. Accept a college football head
coaching position. Move to a new town. Hire
a coaching staff. Recruit players. Win football
games.
It’s been a busy twelve months for Dordt
College coach Joel Penner.
Most people know Penner as the head football
coach for the Dordt College Defenders, but he’s
proven to be versatile beyond that role.
Penner co-authored a book, Coaching the
RPO Offense, with Rich Hargitt, a football
coach who has published five football books on
coaching offense.
Coaches’ Choice published Coaching the RPO
Offense in Sept. 2016. But the groundwork and
process started well before the publishing date.
The project started with a conversation at a
football conference in Toronto.
“In the foreword, it talks about how often
books are inspired by conversations,” Penner
said. “So this was a conversation that became a
very interesting conversation, which became a
book idea, which became a proposal for a book
which became a contract for a book.”
As the only two Americans speaking at
the football conference, Hargitt and Penner
discussed coaching principles and offensive
strategies. What they realized fascinates
football coaches.
Both Hargitt and Penner run a run-pass option
(RPO) offense, but both take different paths to
running similar offenses. Hargitt coaches with
an emphasis on an air-raid scheme and Penner
emphasizes the spread option scheme.
“We were just thinking that this was
fascinating,” Penner said. “The two most polar
opposite styles of offense have combined and
created the RPO offense.”
As discussions about the book continued and
chapters were assigned, popularity and intrigue
in RPO offense exploded. More high school
and college football coaches were interested in

Dordt’s Joel Penner proves to be a
Renaissance man with release of book.
Contributed Photo
RPO schemes than ever before.
“The popularity of the RPO right now—you
put ‘RPO’ on a book around a bunch of football
coaches and it’s the book people will be looking
at,” Penner said. “It was a ‘strike while the
iron’s hot’ kind of thing.”
Hargitt and Penner put in the work and effort,
both submitting their first drafts soon before
Penner took the head coaching position at Dordt
College.
With Penner’s plate full—at this time he was
hiring a coaching staff and recruiting student
athletes—editing and revising his chapters
proved challenging.
“I probably worked on it a whole lot less
than [publishers] wanted,” Penner said. “I stole
moments. The kids would go to bed; I’d get
a half an hour here to work. It was piece-bypiece.”
As the build-up for Penner’s first season at
Dordt College grew, Penner started focusing

Continued on page 8

Feature athlete Sam Wensink Men’s volleyball hits year two
as varsity program
Clarissa Kraayenbrink– Staff Writer

For Sam Wensink, running is a passion he has
maintained for over ten years.
Sam got hooked when he began running with
his dad around the age of nine years old. He
then began running road races and eventually
competed on cross-country and track-and-field
teams in school.
As a senior accounting and finance double
major, Wensink runs cross-country in the fall,
indoor track in the winter and outdoor track in
the spring. Last spring, his teammates voted
him captain for the 2016 cross-country season.
In this position, Wensink led workouts by
example and through encouragement.
“It’s about having a positive attitude and
pushing really hard in practice,” Wensink said.
A native of Oostburg, WI, Wensink made the
decision to come to Dordt College in the step of
his older brother. Former cross-country coach,
Greg Van Dyke, recruited him. Once he visited
Dordt for himself, Wensink concluded it would
be the best fit for him both academically and
athletically. He said his favorite part of Dordt
now is the personal aspect; his teammates and
the broader campus community. Wensink said
he’s had great experiences with the professors.
He appreciates these men and women’s genuine
care towards the students, both academically
and with what’s going on in their lives. And, of
course, he enjoys his teammates and the time
and memories he’s shared with them.
“[Being in athletics] has kind of allowed a
natural friend group for me,” Wensink said.
“It’s been a lot of fun.”
Head cross-country coach and assistant track-

and-field coach Nate Wolf said Wensink is a
privilege to coach.
“His talent is commensurate with work ethic,
and combined they provide the foundation for
his success on the track, cross country course
and in the classroom,” Wolf said. “He is willing
to ask questions, take advice and partner with
his coaches and teammates to reach his goals
and to help others reach their goals.”
Wolf said that Wensink also has an even
personality that doesn’t permit him to get too
high or too low. Instead, this athlete remains
focused on the process of improving, rather
than the outcome of past races.
“Above all, Sam strives to grow in his faith
and praise God through the blessings of being
able to run,” Wolf said. “This focus keeps him
grounded and humble. I am thankful to be able
to work with him.”
Contributed photo

Christian Zylstra– Sports Editor

After a year of firsts in 2016, the Dordt
College men’s volleyball team looks to build
on its new program as year two gets underway.
The Defender men’s volleyball program
completed its first varsity season in 2016,
accumulating four wins total, including two
conference victories.
Men’s volleyball head coach Chad Hanson
thinks experience will be one of the biggest
differences between 2016 and 2017.
“Our veteran players have a stronger
understanding of our system, the skills and the
season,” Hanson said. “Therefore, they are in a
great position to lead.”
Sophomore outside hitter Ben Tiemersma
agrees that one year of experience in Hanson’s
system will make a difference.
“We want to learn and master our coach’s
system,” Tiemersma said. “Last year, a lot of
concepts and techniques were different to us.”
Learning a new system proved to be difficult
in 2016, so one might guess that Dordt’s six
volleyball newcomers, including five freshmen,
will suffer the same struggles. But 2017’s new
faces are not strangers to men’s volleyball.
“Our freshman are entering at a high
experience level having played high school
and club volleyball,” Hanson said. “Their
incorporation into our specific offensive and
defensive systems will help boost our overall
performance.
Dordt has played one match in 2017—a three
set loss to Grandview, 2016’s NAIA runner-

up—but the newcomers have other players
excited to see how this team develops and
improves.
Alex Durbin, a senior middle blocker and a
new face for Dordt men’s volleyball, finished
second on the team in kills with six during
Dordt’s loss at Grandview. The freshmen on
the team continue to contribute in practice and
matches, as well.
“They bring a lot to the table in areas that we
needed to fill, and they fit right into the team
dynamic that we had going last year and carried
into this year,” said junior middle blocker Davis
Konynenbelt.
Senior defensive specialist Marcus De Weerd
sees many of the same positives from the
underclassmen.
“The freshman have really stepped up and
transitioned into their roles on the team,” De
Weerd said. “They are a very talented group
with a lot of volleyball experience.”
While the team has yet to sit down and
formally discuss goals and objectives for
year two, several players believe the talent to
compete is there.
“With the talent and guys we have on the
team, we should be shooting for making the
conference tournament,” said Durbin.
It is likely that Dordt men’s volleyball will not
challenge for an NAIA men’s volleyball title in
the near future, but the experience and program
growth generated today sets the stage for the
program’s success five, 10 and 25 years from
now.
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Prairie Grass explores different “Hidden Figures” knocks it
decades
into outer space
Eric Rowe– A&E Editor

In life, it takes skill to fry the perfect egg.
In the Prairie Grass Film Challenge (PGFC),
it takes four tries, giving up and changing the
script to require scrambled eggs, as junior Ben
Kuiper and his team learned.
During this year’s Prairie Grass Film
Challenge, Dordt’s production company Prairie
Grass Productions challenged high schoolers,
college students and post-college to create an
original short film in the span of 48 hours. The
PGFC, in its 11th year, took place from Jan.
5-7, Thursday to Saturday, and the competition
asked each team to use a different decade
between the 50s and 80s as its special theme.
At 4 p.m. Thursday, teams received their
assigned theme and the list of requirements that
must be included in each film. Kuiper, a six-time
Prairie Grass participant, outlined the general
schedule that many teams try to maintain to in
order to finish on time…
Take one to two hours to develop a concept.
Write the script that night.
Friday is for filming.
After filming, “edit through the night until
you’re done,” Kuiper said.
This year, Kuiper finished the shoot at 2:30
a.m. on Saturday and finished editing at 10 a.m.

Nate Muyskens, who participated in the
Prairie Grass competition twice in high school,
as well as this year, believes that creating the
“atmosphere of a different decade” through
props and costumes is a unique challenge.
In his film, Aaron Radtke found the perfect
70s-style room in the music building. Because
of its rather noisy location, Radtke had to
personally ask students to practice at different
times in order to protect his sound quality for
the good of Prairie Grass.
Freshman Emi Stewart, who won Best of
Show in the high school category last year,
debunked some common Prairie Grass myths.
“We do sleep. You find unique times to sleep,”
Stewart said. “I slept in class and that’s it.”
The PGFC is not only an important opportunity
for students to exercise creativity on a deadline.
The competition also serves to promote Dordt’s
digital media program. In fact, Stewart first
heard about Dordt when she participated in
Prairie Grass as a senior in high school.
The 2017 Prairie Grass film challenge entries
will be presented on the evening of Feb. 17.
After the showing of each film, the best in high
school, college, post-college and best overall
will be awarded at the following ceremony.
Students take a break in the middle of filming
for the PGFC.
Photo Credit: Kyle Fosse

Jaden Vander Berg – News Editor
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In a time when comedies are so raunchy you
either feel bad about yourself when you leave
the movie theater, or you’re forced to turn to
Disney’s animated films filled with singing and
friendship, it’s hard to find a middle ground.
But fear not: Theodore Melfi’s recent biopic
“Hidden Figures” is the heartwarming, hilarious
drama America needs.
This movie tells the story of three AfricanAmerican women who worked at NASA during
the beginning of the 1960s space race. Katherine
Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughn
(Octavia Spencer) and Mary Jackson (Janelle
Monae) are just a few of the many women who
worked at NASA as human computers.
Whether it is Dorothy trying to get the credit
and pay of a supervisor, Mary in her quest to
become an engineer or Katherine just trying to
go to the bathroom, the audience experiences

the heartache and injustice felt by the women
every time one of them tries to get ahead.
During this time in history, Russia
threatened to beat the United States into space
as our nation’s own programs fell in danger of
becoming irrelevant. Racial tensions rose to
new heights, especially in the south as Martin
Luther King’s civil rights movement gaining
more and more traction.
The barriers of race and discrimination
seem to be nonexistent at NASA until plot
unveils this label: “colored computers.” This
term referred to the African American women
who performed mathematical calculations in a
building half a mile from the main building on
NASA’s campus. These women, arguably some
of the smartest people to ever be employed at
NASA, had to work twice as hard as their white
counterparts to earn their place among the ranks.
The supervisors decide to look for NASA’s
best and brightest “colored computers,” and
yet color proves to once again be a cause for
question.
When I learned this movie was only rated
PG, I was shocked. It has been a long time since
a mainstream, high-profile movie came with
such a tame rating.
Filmmakers did a great job of making this
accessible for everyone. Parents would not
feel shame in taking their young daughters or
sons to see such a film about such an important
part of history that is too often forgotten. There
is no violence or cursing in the film, and yet
the movie still sends a powerful message of
perseverance and determination.
You will feel every emotion walking away
from this movie, but the greatest of them all,
in the end, will be hope. Hope that some of the
world’s greatest minds are yet to be developed.
Hope that a young girl or boy will become
inspired to enter the STEM fields. Hope that
more stories like the one of these brave women
will be told for years to come.

At second glance: the process of perfecting an art gallery
Allison Wordes – Staff Writer
As students walk through Dordt College’s
Campus Center they eventually pass the glass
doors of the art gallery. The gallery is always
filled with a display of works, varying from
small drawings to loud prints. Yet one must
wonder how the works get there. Or, what about
the art pod? What treasures are installed beyond
the main traffic of classroom building hallway?
And then there’s the science building. How do
pieces end up there?
Much work goes on behind the scenes in
the process of planning and arranging artwork
around campus. This task belongs to Professor
David Versluis, the man in charge of organizing
art galleries. Versluis chooses artists who have a
reputation and who have shown artwork in other
galleries. He also asks local collectors who own
rare pieces of artwork to create a show.
Versluis began the current Corita Kent gallery
process by searching online. Because this
gallery is made up of a collection of prints, a
print company sent the works to Dordt by truck,
packaged in boxes and layers of wrapping
which will later be repackaged for the return
trip. In the case of the Kent show, Versluis
had the option to choose from multiple of her
works. As with analyzing each artist’s works,
Versluis considers size, space and content when
choosing art for exhibits and shows.
“I want the best work I can get in the gallery,”
Versluis said, emphasizing the need for quality
pieces.
Versluis starts planning for potential gallery
exhibits and shows two years in advance. If an
exhibit exists nearby, such as at Northwestern

College, he will visit it and talk to the artist
as much as possible before offering the man
or woman an invitation to show their work at
Dordt. A background check is also part of the
process
Versluis is not looking for biblical themes
solely when arranging Dordt’s galleries. When
searching for artwork, Versluis said the work
should be “simply quality work that glorifies
God.” He then presents his ideas to members
of the art department to receive their approval.
His primary motivation during the selection
process is educational: to enhance the
environment of the college and community.
Sola Scriptura, a Reformation-themed exhibit
shown last semester, offered a collection that
contained both ancient and modern displays.
The Kent gallery, in contrast, is a more modern
display of prints with a primary color theme.
Workstudy students or art majors are given the
opportunity to help set-up the galleries. This is
a great experience, said Versluis, because the
valuable training gives students practice for
careful handling and an appreciation for the setup process. However, the professor does enjoy
setting up the works in solitude, as well.
Brittney Ryks, a senior art education major,
helped set up many galleries last year. She
appreciates how meticulous Versluis is in
choosing and then displaying artwork, taking
great care and time to make sure everything is
done correctly. Ryks assisted with the show, “I
Am American,” which she liked because of the
various ethnic backgrounds represented by the
artwork.
“They came in boxes, twenty times
wrapped!” Ryks said. A piece could be nestled

in packing peanuts, glass or pottery arrived
in wooden boxes. She likened the experience
to opening a Christmas present. For Ryks, an
art gallery is “a space where art is hung up
intentionally.”
Alumni artists from Dordt have also returned
to campus to present their work. In 2013, the
alumni photo exhibition underwent trial by
jury and the college then displayed the best 30
photos. In art students’ senior seminar class,
Dordt offers these soon-to-be graduates the
opportunity to show a compilation of their work
in a solo or group show. In addition, this coming
October (fall 2017) the faculty will present an
art show, an unusual undertaking, for although
single members have put on solo shows, the

faculty has never collaborated in doing a group
show.
Dordt’s art collection is scattered all over
campus, and students may view, on a daily
basis, over 400 pieces of artwork. Core 160
students, along with those in other introductory
classes, have the opportunity to explore
locations around campus, as well as the nature
of the artwork at Dordt.
Referring to one visitor’s comment made in
one show’s guest book, Versluis said that the art
gallery is “the most peaceful place on campus.”
The Campus Center’s gallery shows artwork for
only a month at a time, and the current Kent
show will be in the art gallery until February 12.
Contributed Photo
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Blades Road Trip (cont.)
Continued from page 6
game. At this point, the bus is silent as the
team becomes reflective.
7-10 p.m.
The team arrives at the rink and begins its
pregame ritual. The routine begins with team
prayer and a speech from Coach Langeraap.
The seniors have a lot of traditions before
every game: Van Galen will eat an orange and
the seniors will smell the peels, Koomans will
get dressed by always putting the left skate on
before the right, Ten Napel will sit with his
headphones on and barely speak a word to
anyone, Ladzinski will write “RIP 16” on his
gloves and sticks in remembrance of a teammate
that he lost in high school. Captain Soodsma
and Ladzinski also preform a special handshake
before the team goes out onto the ice.
11 p.m.-1 a.m.
In this weekend game, Dordt and Arkansas
went back and forth each period, but the
Razorbacks took the first game of the series,
8-5. Caleb Groot and Tom Soodsma both had
two goals, while Ladzinski tallied one more.
Saturday 1:30-2 a.m.
After a tough Dordt loss, the team returns to
the hotel to get some rest.
9:30 a.m.
Half of the team wakes up in time for
breakfast. Shortly after, Coach Langeraap tells
the team he is now a grandfather.
12 p.m.
The team hops onto the bus after checking out
of the hotel and heads to Walmart to pick up
snacks and water for the long trip back home.
They will travel through the night. The final
person to get on the bus is Coach Langeraap,
and he receives many jokes, such as, “Grandpa,
did you lose your watch, you old man?” The
jokes continue to fly until the team heads to a
local park.
12:30–3:30 p.m.
The team gets to the park, takes out its gear

and airs it out behind the bus in a parking lot
so that it isn’t soaking wet when they go to
battle in a few hours. Then the team participates
in a game of kickball. Some of the team does
homework during the game. There is a speaker
playing music as the team enjoys the 65-degree
weather.
3:30- 5 p.m.
The team gets one final treat from Coach
Langeraap as he takes them to Olive Garden
before their final game. Most of the team saves
their meal for the bus ride home.
6-8 p.m.
The team arrives at the rink for the final
road game of the year and prepares itself for a
grueling game.
8-11 p.m.
The game once again goes back and forth. The
Blades tie the game with only a few minutes left
in the third period. The game goes into overtime
but ends in a draw as neither team scores.
11:30-12 a.m.
The team stops at McDonald’s after the game
for one last meal on the road. The seniors are
given the treat of going first and getting ice
cream. The men talk about who they think will
cry at the last home game, and then who will cry
at their wedding. They also transfer the power
and rules of Blades hockey onto the juniors of
the team, telling them the traditions and rules.
Sunday 12-8 a.m.
After a long bus ride home, the players drop
off their gear and return to their residences to
reflect on the weekend and look forward to the
next four games. It’s a bit chilly for the players
as they walk back to their dorms because the
majority of them are in shorts. The seniors,
all back together, realize that was their last
road trip. These memories of hockey will be
remembered forever as brothers united. To all
of them, hockey isn’t just a game; it’s a way to
escape life, breakups, school and reality. But
now reality knocks at the door.

Art gallery’s bright appeal
Ellen Inggrid Dengah– Staff Writer

Freshman Nate Muyskens noted the fact that
Kent’s art uses text and symbolic pop culture
Dordt College is currently hosting a selection imagery.
“What it was to me was an example of
of works by the 2016 AIGA (American Institute
of Graphic Arts) medal recipient, the late artist simple art being an effective medium to send
Sister Mary Corita Kent. This event is being a message.”
Before this exhibit went up, Sophomore Lexi
held in Dordt’s Campus Center Art Gallery.
Students who came to view Kent’s work are Eekhoff had never been inside the gallery. Yet
intrigued by her bold use of color. “When I saw when she finally ventured inside she enjoyed
this specific art gallery I saw all the orange in it. her experience.
“It was really cool to see all of the different
It’s bright orange, mind you, and it really just
pierced my eyes,” said junior Thomas Bousema. words and colors she used to get her point
Naomi Lee, freshman at Dordt College, had across!” Eekhoff said.
Emi Steward, another Dordt freshman, tends
a similar experience as Bousema. Lee noticed
Kent’s prints while walking to the Grille one to do just the opposite; she makes sure to visit
the gallery whenever new artwork is up.
afternoon.
“This particular set drew me in by its powerful,
“I found the art exhibit to be very colorful.
It’s as if, every time you walked by, the pieces bright colors.”
Steward thought the exhibition was a fun,
themselves came to life.”
Kent, who was born in Fort Dodge, IA, used stunning throwback to the 60s and 70s. She said
bright colors and text, two striking factors she hopes to see even more unique artwork in
that appeal to students who visit the gallery the future.
Kent’s artwork will be on display through
regularly in addition to those who have never
Feb. 12.
been walked inside the space.
Sister Mary Corita Kent’s work is currently being displayed in the Campus Center Art Gallery.
Photo Credit: Jenna Wilgenburg

Campus events
science and faith
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writers

In December, the EcoDefenders and
Wilderness Club called Dordt’s attention to
the idea of creation care with a recycling
fundraiser. This semester, students will have
more opportunities to engage in discussions
about how their faith and science interact. Here
are just a few of those events:
• On Jan. 24 there will be a screening of
“Hidden Figures” at 6:50 p.m., followed by a
discussion at the Fruited Plain.
• On Jan. 27 the Science and Faith Club
will host a discussion lunch about clean coal at
11:00 a.m. on the west side of the Commons.
• On Jan. 28 there will be a Recyclables
Sculpture Contest in 55th.
• On Feb. 8 the Science and Faith Club will
host a screening of “Contact” at 7:00 p.m. in
SB 1606, followed by a panel discussion about

combine

cultural conflicts between science and religion.
• On Feb. 16 there will be a Doubt Night
about women in science, though the evening’s
topics and dates are tentative at this point.
• On Feb. 22-25 Dordt College Theatre Arts
will present “Silent Sky” at 7:30 p.m. (with a
2 p.m. matinee on Feb. 25). This play tells the
story of women astronomers in the late 1800s.
The work also addresses the issue of how people
reconcile scientific theories about origins of
creation with religious faith.
• On Feb. 23 there will be a Doubt Night
discussion that will focus on how individuals
may tell the story of science and faith, and how
Christians have integrated these two ideals.
• On March 2 there will be a Doubt Night
discussion about climate change and creation
care.
Stay tuned for more details concerning these
events!
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Dordt Writes Features Penner
(cont.)
Continued from page 6

more on his current job and worried less about
his book. It wasn’t until a package arrived in
the mail in September that his mind was jogged.
“I don’t want to say I forgot about the book,
but I probably hadn’t thought about it for three
months,” Penner said. “To get to September and
get a package in the mail with six copies of my
book, that was pretty cool.”
Penner doesn’t expect casual fans of Dordt
or football to just pick up the book and start
reading. After all, it’s more of a ‘how to’ book
for coaches interested in running the RPO
offense.
A lot of what Penner has learned or integrated

into RPO offensive schematics is in this book.
But he’s not worried about other coaches
reading the book for secrets on how to beat a
Penner-led football team.
“We trade film,” Penner said. “Nothing is
more revealing about another coach’s plan than
trading film, and we do it every week. So if a
coach wants to study up on what we’re doing
and read my book, he’s putting another $1.50
in my pocket.”
Coaching the RPO Offense is a hot commodity
at coaching conferences. Penner recalls a
table with his book being restocked regularly
at a recent national coaching convention in
Nashville, Tenn. As of Jan. 23, only 14 copies
are available Amazon.

